
 
 
St Paul’s Dorking Small Groups: Sunday 22nd April 2018  
GOD’S COVENANT WITH ABRAHAM.  Genesis 17: 1 - 8.    
 

So far, in our ‘Covenant Series’,  we have explored God’s covenant with Adam at the beginning of His beautiful 
creation and then His covenant with Noah which ended with the sign of the rainbow to remind us that God will 
never again allow a flood to encompass the whole world.  Despite all God promised, humanity reverted to 
wickedness, selfishness, greed and trying to become like God, just like they had in the Garden of Eden.  This week 
we are looking at God’s covenant with Abraham and we will find that in this story names, and their meanings, are 
important because they can reveal truths about God’s purpose for our lives.  Read Genesis 17: 1-8. 
 
1.  God reveals His Name.  Genesis 12: 1-2; 17: 1. 

 In Genesis 12: 1-2  God calls Abram , aged 75, out from his homeland and gives him a three-fold promise: 
o A new land 
o He will have a huge family and become a great nation. 
o All the peoples on the earth will be blessed through Abram. 

 We are not told why God chose Abram to be a blessing to the whole world, but chosen he was! 

 Gen. 17:1 Twenty-four years later He appears again to Abram and introduces Himself: I am God Almighty.  

  ‘God Almighty’ comes from the Hebrew ‘El-Shaddai’ and means something like ‘All Powerful and 
Sufficient Lord’.  So God comes to Abram and says. ‘I have everything you need and the means to give it 
to you’:  God is laying down His absolute credentials.    

 
2.  Abram receives a New Name and an Expanded Promise.  Genesis 17: 2 – 8.  

 Verses 2-5:  God promises Abram he will become more than one great nation:  God will ‘greatly increase 
the numbers of Abram’s family and he will be the father of many nations.  Abram had done nothing to 
deserve God’s extravagant and gracious gift, except to have confidence in the God who was offering it. 

 Then God seals His promise by changing Abram’s name, which meant ‘Exalted father’, to Abraham, which 
means ‘Father of many’.  Every time Abraham heard or used his name he would remember that God told 
him he would be the father of many nations. 

 In verses 6-8 we go on to read all the glorious dimensions of God’s promise to Abraham: ‘….. kings will be 
descended from you, my covenant is everlasting, I will give you land and I will be your God & their God….’ 
That promise is not exclusive: all people will be blessed 12:3 and Abraham will father many nations 17:5.  
The promise is not for a select few from a particular gene pool, it is for all people, for all time.  How? :-           

 
3.  The Name that guarantees the Universality of God’s Covenant with Abraham.   

 The answer lies in the Name of Jesus, which is the Name above all names (Philippians 2:9) and the Name 
by which we are saved (Acts 4: 12).  ‘Jesus’ literally means ‘The Lord Saves’.   

 In His humanity, Jesus was directly descended from Abraham, in His Divinity Jesus saves us from our sins 
by His death on the cross.  God’s covenant with Abraham was for all humanity and is made possible 
through Christ’s self-sacrifice for the sins of the whole world, past and present and future, including today 

 
4.  God renames all who accept Christ’s salvation.  Romans 9: 8. 

 God renamed Abraham to assert the universality of His promise and he renames us as ‘Children of the 
Promise’.  We’re not saved by genetic pot-luck or because we’ve earned it, deserve it or are good enough.  
We are saved through Jesus, in whom all of God’s covenant promises to Abraham are fulfilled. 

 So we belong to one of the many nations descended from Abraham, chosen by God for eternal life 
because he loves us, and calls us to be a blessing to others. 

 God Almighty, El-Shaddai, the all-powerful and all sufficient One faithfully fulfils His promise to Abraham, 
the Father of many nations, through the life, death and resurrection of Jesus, the saving One, by giving us 
a brand new name:  Children of the Promise.      

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
Points to ponder: 
1.  Covenant could be said to be a strong word for commitment. What has happened to ‘commitment’ these days? 
2. The breadth, depth and height of God’s love for the whole of His creation and His people is so enormous ……. 
3. Have we confidence in God’s free gifts to us?  Are we confident enough to rely on Him completely? 
4. Do you know your new Name?  
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