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ISAIAH
6   The Final lesson

Isaiah’s message from God – of warning, comfort and deliverance- is as relevant today as it was nearly 2,800 years ago.

In Isaiah’s time, God’s chosen people had had the privilege, for generations, of hearing God speak to them directly and tell them what he expected of them.  Yet, they were sinful, idolatrous, refusing God’s repeated warnings, arrogant and self-righteous.  They preferred to ally themselves with idols and pagan nations.  

Of course, some were profoundly religious, attending the temple 2 or 3 times a day.  But Isaiah preaches that they were hypocrites.  The hymns, the prayers were uttered not in accordance with the lives they led.  They would follow their own desires, not God’s.

But do times really change ?  We are still all sinners inclined to be selfish, perhaps arrogant, even hypocritical sometimes.  We can sing our praises to God lustily but are we always focussed on Him or more interested in how good we look ? We can all say our prayers and praise our Lord at church on a Sunday but what about the rest of the week ?   Is God really always first in our lives ?
We don’t learn the lessons, do we ?  Life in Isaiah’s time was a mess.  How would you describe life in our time?  With its environmental problems, economic problems, relationship problems, droughts, floods. Earthquakes, hunger, wars, murders.  Yes, it is still a mess.

One of Isaiah’s clear messages from God is that mankind will suffer if reliance is placed on anyone or anything but God, himself.  It is still true today, isn’t it ?  In our experience, if we have a worry and anxiety comes what do we do?  We might phone a friend, we are likely to lie awake at night trying to think of anything that will alleviate things.  Only then might we say, “maybe I should pray?” !
So, God’s lessons to His people, through Isaiah, are still lessons for us today.  But what if you can put your hand on your heart and say “none of this applies to me”?  Well, God won’t let any of us off lightly. Even if our relationship with the Lord is just as He would want it to be, He still wants us to work for Him.  Isaiah, in his honest and truthful way, prophecies the awful end that those who never believe will suffer.  As our God tells us when describing the glorious New Creation, in Isaiah chapter 35 verse 9 -10 “But only the redeemed will walk there, and the ransomed of the Lord will return”.  ONLY THE REDEEMED.  This is a clarion call to us who do believe to strengthen our efforts to spread God’s word to unbelieving family, friends, neighbours.  ONLY THE REDEEMED.  Anyone else, anyone who has rejected God “will not see life, for God’s wrath remains on him”.  This is God’s judgment.
With all this gloom and despondency, it is no wonder that some people are put off reading Isaiah. Yet, in His mercy, God litters the chapters with “nuggets of gold”.  That is, words of comfort and hope so that the reader never forgets God’s covenant promises and purposes.  How wonderful to read, for example, in Isaiah chapter 7 verse 14 “The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son and will call him Emmanuel”.  Emmanuel, God with us.
Another reason why people can be put off Isaiah is the constant jumping in time from the past to the present to the future.  The mountain range can be confusing and it is sometimes difficult to discern who is actually talking.

Don’t despair !  If you have never read Isaiah at all or have tried and found it difficult, why not use a good commentary like this one to help you.  I can thoroughly recommend this book which comfortably helps you through Isaiah and answers those moments of confusion.

And, there are far more reasons to read Isaiah than to not do so.      
First, there is some beautiful poetry in Isaiah’s writing.  I hope we whetted your appetite with our reading this evening from Isaiah, chapter 11.
Secondly, Isaiah tells us so much about Jesus (who came over 700 years later!).  Nowhere else in the bible is the cross of our Lord explained so clearly.  Let’s hear again from chapter 53, verses 5 -6 : 
 “But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that has brought us peace was UPON HIM, and by HIS wounds, WE are healed.  WE ALL, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way; and the Lord has laid on HIM the iniquity of us all.”  
 We have seen, through Isaiah, how we are all guilty of trusting in other things rather than God and, therefore, we deserve His anger and His punishment.  But God’s wonderful solution is that, in His great love for us, He laid his anger and HIs punishment on Jesus instead of us.
Thirdly, Isaiah tells us of the glorious promises of faithfulness as well as this salvation of our God.  They never fail.  2800 years later, the promises are still the same.

Fourthly, when we read Isaiah and about God’s condemnation of the sins of Israel, it is still convicting today, still up to date and relevant.  Put simply, Isaiah is urging us to “Turn back to God. Put your hope in Him. You will not be disappointed”. 

Fifthly, it is true that Isaiah spells out about God’s justified and fearful judgment.  It is a terrifying side to the story.  As it says in Isaiah chapter 59 verse 18 “According to what they have done, so will He repay wrath to His enemies and retribution to His foes”.  But please don’t reject this message for, isn’t it, in fact, an act of love that God spells out the worst expectations, as well as the best, of His judgment ?   Isn’t it an act of kindness that He tells us what to expect according to what choice we make ?  As 2 Peter 3: 9 tells us, “The Lord is not slow in keeping His promise, as some understand slowness.  He is patient with you, NOT WANTING ANYONE TO PERISH, but everyone to come to repentance.”
Finally, let’s end on the uplifting message from God – through His prophet Isaiah – for those who believe and remain faithful.   Read chapter 65.  It is so glorious as it describes a completely new beginning one day for all who believe.      And, read the wonderful invitation in chapter 55.  That is really something to celebrate!
Let’s end by celebrating now as we sing together  COME PEOPLE OF THE RISEN KING
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The Message of ISAIAH    Barry Webb ;  From “The Bible speaks Today series”; Inter-Varsity Press


Pierced for Our Transgressions    Steve Jeffery, Mike Ovey, Andrew Sach;          Inter-Varsity Press

             (This excellent book explains just what the BIBLE says about penal substitution)
