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ISAIAH
1 Assembly

1 Opening prayer
2  Hymn   IN CHRIST ALONE
3 Introduction

Welcome, everyone to our “Isaiah School” assembly.  We have just been singing one of my favourite songs and I want to draw your attention straight away to the words  “Till on that cross as Jesus died, the wrath of God was satisfied”.  The wrath of God.   For some this concept is terrifying, for some it is brushed aside. But God’s wrath and judgment cannot be wished away from the pages of scripture.  It is important that every one coming to Christ reads about and understands the Wrath of God and His just judgment on us to fully appreciate just how much God loves us.
Let me read Jesus’ own words from John’s Gospel, chapter 3 verse 36:

“Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son will not see life, for God’s wrath remains on him”.   God’s wrath REMAINS on him.
Hear what D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones says of this verse in his book “A Nation under wrath” :

“God’s wrath remains on him.  Terrible words.  A sentimental and hedonist generation tries to eliminate “wrath” from its conception of God.  Of course, if “anger” or “wrath” are taken to mean the emotional reaction of an irritated self-concern, there is no such thing in God.  But if God is Holy Love, and I am in any degree given to uncleanness or selfishness, there is a stark antagonism in God against me”.  
As I speak of guilt, wrath and judgment, I know that some will ask, “But isn’t God also merciful ?  We’re past that “fire- and- brimstone, puritanical stuff, aren’t we ? The God I believe in is the God of love”.      But, divine love without divine wrath is meaningless.  When we minimalise God’s justice, we do not exalt His mercy.  No, we undermine it.  God’s mercy exhibits its full power and sweetness when we see it not merely as a general goodwill to all people, but as a means by which God’s people are rescued, in Christ, from God’s just wrath and condemnation.

We all have an inbuilt sense of justice, don’t we?  But somehow we don’t always think God can be concerned for justice when HE is wronged.  We need a God who makes moral judgments.  If He loves everyone in exactly the same way, what does His love really mean?  And what does it mean to be loved by Him?  Our universe would make no sense and the pain of injustice would be even greater if we did not have a God who recognises right from wrong and judges the wicked.  Be glad, though:  Just as we love justice, so does God.
So, how does all this relate to Isaiah?  Well, we hope that our journey through the book of Isaiah tonight will underline the inextricable link between God’s wrath over our sin, His just judgment of sinners and his great love for us, sinners.    Hence the title.

The story in Isaiah is just one story.  It is the story of God’s revelation of Himself and His plan for the redemption of His people.  The name “Isaiah” means “The Lord is salvation”.

The book is like a  ”mini” bible in that it covers ground from creation to the New Creation.  The bible has 66 books, Isaiah has 66 chapters.  And Isaiah’s words are recalled 66 times in the New Testament – only the Psalms are mentioned more.  In the New Testament, 47 chapters have either direct quotes from Isaiah, or Isaiah’s words are alluded to by Jesus and his apostles.

At first glance, the whole book appears to be a message for Israel.  But God includes all other nations on the earth – God includes us. 
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