[image: image1.png]


ISAIAH
2   History Lesson

Isaiah was 20 years’ old when called by God to deliver His message of warning, comfort and deliverance.  He was called by God in 739 BC during the last years of King Uzziah’s reign.  Isaiah survived 4 kings, serving God for 60 years before he was martyred in the reign of King Manessah.

Isaiah responded to his calling, knowing that he was a sinner who had no right to be in God’s presence.  God, in his grace, forgave Isaiah at the time of his calling and Isaiah did not hesitate to do God’s will. In Isaiah chapter 6, verse 8, he says to the Lord “Here I am! Send me!”

He was wholehearted in his mission.  He was committed and prepared to persevere.  Isaiah was a man of integrity who spoke truthfully and honestly.  He understood sin and its dire consequences. And he cared deeply for God’s people. Isaiah cared for the physical welfare as well as the spiritual welfare of the people.    He was a family man, with 2 sons.
Isaiah was a man of hope.  A prophet and an elegant and gifted poet who was called to a ministry to an unrepentant and stubborn people.
Since the death of King Solomon in 931 BC, the Kingdom of Israel had been split between the Northern Kingdom –called Israel with its capital, Samaria and the Southern Kingdom, Judah , with its capital, Jerusalem. At the time the book opens, the Assyrians under King Sennacherib had already attacked, and destroyed Samaria and had Judah, and Jerusalem in its sights.   Isaiah lived in Jerusalem but in both Israel in the north and Judah in the south, the people mostly disobeyed God leading to an apostasy, or turning away, from the Lord and His Laws.


This timeline is attached to your handout, but it only shows the political and military history that Isaiah’s prophecies refer to.  But, like other OT prophets, Isaiah had visions way into the future.
The prophecies are like a mountain range.
Imagine you are standing at the present time at the foot of a mountain.  As you look up, you can see only its peak.  But once you reach this first peak, you then see that there are several more peaks ahead of you stretching out further and further away from you.  So, with Isaiah’s prophecies.  Some are about imminent events that you can clearly see coming such as the Assyrian attack on Jerusalem.   But they also refer to future events - like the destruction of Jerusalem and the Babylonian exile in 586 BC, a particularly harsh time for God’s chosen people.  But, when looking at God’s judgment here, it must be remembered that God warned his people time and again before they entered the Promised Land that they would be evicted if they did not obey Him- see Deuteronomy 28 :25, 63-64 and Joshua 23: 12-13.    But Isaiah’s visions - mountain peaks - stretch into the New Testament as well  - with prophecies about the coming of the Messiah , Jesus’ return and the final judgment .

So, this is the historical setting for Isaiah.

Let us now turn to our drama lesson as we present our play.  It is set in modern times and, thus, something completely different, OR IS IT ?
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